In the present article we intend to notice the subject of General Poisoning at some length, availing ourselves especially of Dr. Christison's observations, which are far more complete upon this subject than those of Orfila; and afterwards to allude to some of the more important particular poisons.
Physiological Action of Poisons. Morgan have endeavoured to show that the poisons so admitted into the blood do not act by being transmitted with that fluid to the organs affected by them, but by the influence they exert upon the nerves of the blood-vessels. This opinion has been much opposed, and may now be considered as disproved, the experiments adduced in support of it being either erroneous or fallacious. Thus, numerous observers have proved that poisonous substances absorbed by the veins of the part to which they are applied may be detected in the tissues of distant organs. Mr. Blake has shown that poisons produce their effects more quickly when injected into the aorta than into the venous system; and that their effects are rapid in proportion to the velocity of the circulation of the animal employed for the experiment. " On the whole, then, it may be considered as well established, that probably all, but certainly some, poisons,?of the kind whose topical action does not consist in causing destruction or inflammation of the textures to which they are ap. plied,?produce their remote effects solely by entering the blood, and through its means impregnating the organs which are acted on at a distance. And farther, if this doctrine be admitted as established, it may also be allowed, that many poisons which do cause topically destruction or inflammation, and remotely the usual sympathetic effects of these changes of structure, also possess the power of affecting distant organs through the medium of the blood."
M. Orfila quotes the conclusions of Blake, with great approbation, and enumerates the following circumstances as exerting an influence upon the absorption of poisons, " 1. Loss of blood favours their absorption. 2. It may be stated as a general rule that the absoption of any substance soluble in a fluid, is much more rapid so dissolved than when applied in the solid state. Thus, a solution of the aqueous extract of opium will produce fatal effects a few minutes after its application to the cellular tissue of the thigh, while the same extract applied in its solid state acts much more slowly. 3. It would be a mistake, however, to deny the absorption of some poisons possessed of little solubility. Thus arsenic, which is so slightly soluble in water, is absorbed with rapidity. 4. Poisons, externally applied, are usually most rapidly absorbed in proportion as the part is abundantly supplied with lymphatic and venous absorbents. Nevertheless, the locality in some cases does not seem to exert any effect; thus, whether arsenic be applied to the cellular tissue of the back or of the inner side of the thigh of a dog, death occurs in both cases at the end of from three to six hours. It may even happen that the dog to whose back it has been applied shall die first. The same quantity of corrosive sublimate, on the other hand, which, applied to the thigh of a dog, will kill it in from fifteen to twenty-four hours, will not cause its death until six or seven days, if applied to its back. 5 Mr. Blake has shown that several poisonous substances, which when injected into the veins affect the heart, do not produce any effect upon the lungs, such as oxalic acid, and the salts of magnesia, lime, zinc, copper, ammonia, potash, and strychnia.
" Others, however, as the salts of strontia, baryta, lead, and silver, as well as digitalis, all of which powerfully affect the heart, and, in addition to these, the salts of soda, which have no action at all upon the heart, and hydrocyanic acid, tobacco (?), and euphorbium, which influence it feebly, and even dubiously,?produce, when injected into the jugular, obstruction of the capillaries of the pulmonary circulation, and consequently asphyxia." Many poisons operate upon the Brain, as the narcotics and most narcotico-acrids, frequently, however, affecting other organs, as the spine and heart, at the same time. 
